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Answering the Call this Lenten Season
th

In celebration of our 175 Anniversary, the Diocese has partnered with Cardinal Gerald Lacroix to make
available Have I Responded to the Call to be a Missionary? These video and print resources in both
English and French are available free of charge to all parishes for use in Parish Lenten Missions and
ongoing formation programs for youth and adults. See inside for details.

Five Questions

With Michel Aucoin on the
art and faith journey of
being a translator:
See Page 2

Parish Lenten Missions

As part of our 175th
anniversary, Bishop Brian Dunn
has asked each parish to host a
mission. Why? See Page 3.

Dates of Notes

Blessing of the Oils, New
Evangelization, our spring
youth retreat and more:
See Page 4
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Five questions: with Michel Aucoin on the art of translation. In our diocese of many
cultures, translators like Michel are navigators for our faithful to learn from each other and
worship together.
1. Fluency in more than one language is a skill many of us wish we had! Where did yours begin?
I was born in Cheticamp, the second child of a typical Catholic Acadian family of 10. French was the only
language I spoke before starting school, where English was the predominant language in all subjects except
French. From grade 7 on, my love of reading in both languages greatly improved my writing skills. After high
school, I majored in music with a minor in French literature at the University of Moncton. After teaching
school music and French in Moncton, Québec City and Winnipeg, I returned home in 1987 to teach at NDA
School. Although I am not a professional writer, in my French classes I loved teaching creative writing
(including poetry and song texts) to high school students. Besides music, writing, especially in French, has
always been an important aspect of my professional and also my personal life.

2. What do you enjoy about your work as a translator?

As part time work, it’s great! It’s something I can do anywhere, at any time of the day. I use two computers:
one for writing and one for research. Although translation may not count as creative writing, I always take
great pleasure in reading my final product which has taken on a life of its own - separate from the original
English but still retaining the essence and ideas of the original document.

3. Translation of our Lenten Parish Mission resources was quite a project! Can you tell us more?
There were about 80 pages, so it first seemed like a daunting task. But, as it usually takes me 4 to 5 hours to
translate two full pages, I figured I would have no trouble respecting my deadline (about 2 months). And,
once I got down to work, I found these workshops to be such a fantastic tool for helping people of all ages
grow in their faith that I made it my mission to translate these documents as best I could so as to offer this
tool to the Acadian people of our diocese. For me, the biggest challenge was translating some of the titles
and catch phrases to French. I’m also lucky that my wife, who’s originally from Québec, is a fantastic
proofreader. We make a good team!
4. Not everyone who is bilingual is a translator. What is required in a good translator?
I believe the most important quality required of a translator is to be a good writer in the language to which
you’re translating. In my case, I only translate from English to French and not the opposite. I could probably
translate all the ideas to English, but as I think in French, my English syntax might suffer; I would need a lot
of practice, while in French, the syntax flows naturally. You also need to study (in the language to which
you’re translating) the vocabulary and writing style of the domain to which you are required to translate.
Since starting translation work for the diocese, I have been reading papal and other church documents;
books on theology, apologetics, and church history, and diocese documents from Québec and France.

5. When you are not busy with your many projects, how do you enjoy spending your time?
I have always liked to read and my translation work for the diocese, besides having deepened my personal
faith and life of prayer, has renewed my interest in reading the Bible as well as investigating the history of
the Church, especially the writings of the early Church Fathers. I also conduct a community and a church
choir, and try to find time every day to practise guitar. I love gardening, cycling and exploring the Cape
Breton Highlands; being in nature is my form of retreat in communion with God’s creation. I love spending
time with and helping out my five children and two granddaughters who all live away. My wife often
reminds me that for someone who is supposed to be retired, I’m a very busy person, but I don’t think I
would want it any other way.

This Month in the Diocese
“I ask everyone to make this
Lent a special Lent in light of
the 175th anniversary of the
diocese. Let us continue to be
inspired by the faithfulness of
God to us as a diocese. May we
be generous as we recognize
this faithfulness in our own
spiritual life. ”
- Bishop Brian Dunn

Did you know that it was once customary for each parish in the diocese to
organize a Mission every four years? The purpose was to energize the faith
community, instruct the laity on church teaching and bring new and distant
Catholics back into the fold.
th
This Lenten season, as our diocese celebrates its 175 Anniversary, parish
missions are being encouraged and supported by new resources in English
and French (see the translation story in our 5 Questions with Michel
Aucoin on Page 2), hosted by Cardinal Gerald Lacroix, Primate of Canada.
The theme: Have I responded to the call to be a missionary?
Resources include the following videos and discussion questions:
Clip One: Personal relationship with Christ
• Why is a personal relationship with Christ vital to the renewal of the
Church?
Clip Two: Power of personal witness
• Recall a person who was a witness to God for you. What
characteristics did they possess?
Clip Three: Missionary work of the Church past and present
• In a world that is less and less Christian, what can you do to share the
Good News to a disinterested world?
Clip Four: Witness and missionary discipleship
• In today’s world we need more than ever to be witnesses to God
acting in our lives. Why?
Clips Five and Six: The Word, Faith Sharing and missionary discipleship
• It is a difficult conversion but we are learning the mission of the
Church includes all of us, clergy and laity. Do you see evidence of this
conversion in your faith community?
Videos and mission guides are available on DVD and USB drives, and have
been shared with parishes via email. They can be used for a three-day
mission, evening conversations or any event that can invite, engage and
foster conversation. Start the conversation in your parish this Lent: for
further details, contact Debbie Aker
catecheticalconsultant@dioceseofantigonish.ca
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Prayer
Corner
Please pray for:
Our clergy, staff and
families, especially:
Fr. Paul Abbass, who has
begun immunotherapy,
which will be taken every two
weeks for the next year
Fr. George MacInnis, who is
dealing with health issues
that affect his mobility
Fr. Joe MacKenzie, who was
scheduled for knee surgery
Feb. 25
Fr. Leo Boone, who continues
to recuperate from his time
in hospital
Imelda Terry from our
Business Office who is
recovering from surgery
Jerry Lamey, brother of Fr.
Dennis Lamey, who had
surgery Jan. 28
Margaret, sister of Fr. Danny
MacLennan, who is ill in
Calgary
Fr. Tom Lathigee, who died
Feb. 9 and was buried Feb. 13
Fr. Peter Piva, who died Feb.
8 and was buried Feb. 13
Fr. Angus D.Campbell, who
died Feb. 21
Ellen MacEarn of Pictou,
sister of Fr. Dan J.
MacDonald, who died Jan. 12
and was buried on Feb. 2
Marilyn MacIntyre, cousin of
Margie Gillis, Assistant
Director of Liturgy, who died
Feb. 2
For a monthly calendar see Daily
Prayers for Clergy under Events
on our website:
www.antigonishdiocese.com
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Dates of Note:
March 6
Ash Wednesday
Lent begins
March 7
Day of Recollection
For priests and deacons, with
Sheila O’Handley, diocesan
hermit
March 10
Rite of Election of Catechumens
St. Ninian Cathedral, Antigonish

This conference will bring together speakers who are leaders in the
New Evangelization to provide inspiration, encouragement, training,
practical wisdom and resources on how Catholics can effectively
evangelize. Livestreaming to St. Theresa’s Parish, Sydney, will bring this
conference to our diocese, available for all to attend free of charge.
Among the speakers:
Cardinal Gerald LaCroix, Primate of Canada, host of our Parish Lenten
Mission resources and an inspiring speaker in both official languages
Fr. James Mallon, known to us as the author and founder of Divine
Renovation Ministry
Taking part in the Summit at St. Theresa’s will provide real-time
witnessing of talks by these and other noted speakers, with the added
value of face-to-face conversations with those of other parishes and
ministries in our diocese.
How can you be a part of this?
• Register for your free tickets
• Invite others to attend
• Share our printable posters and cards
• Consider how you or your group could support this event
See full conference details at https://www.newevangelization.ca/
Or on our website:
http://www.antigonishdiocese.com/index.php/news-toyou/upcoming-events/149-nes2019

March 18-20
March Break Day Camps
Mar. 18: Holy Cross, Glace Bay
Mar. 19: Holy Family,
Sydney Mines
Mar. 20: St. Leonard,
New Waterford
Mar. 21: St. Joseph, Port
Hawkesbury
Contact Norma Blinkhorn,
norma@dioceseofantigonish.ca

April 6, 11am-5pm
Passionately in Pursuit of Joy
Diocesan Youth Retreat
With Fr. Gary George CSSR
Register by March 8:
norma@dioceseofantigonish.ca

April 15
Mass for the Blessing of Oils
St. Ninian Cathedral, Antigonish

Contact: Anne Stubbert

ph/text 1-902-574-4385
annestubbert@outlook.com

Download for Apple or Android
on the MyParish App page:
www.antigonishdiocese.com

