
 

Seven Ears of Grain
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Week of October 4, 2021

27th Week in Ordinary Time
News to nourish bulletins, calendars, mind and spirit:

diocesan, parish and community

Something to share?
jennifer@dioceseofantigonish.ca

Link to share this issue:
https://mailchi.mp/d3dc0f5bfc36/seven-ears-of-grain-4902537

For a renewed sense of mission: that we may each use our unique gifts to
serve the poor in our midst, through our support for families who are searching

for employment, sustainable income and affordable housing, We pray to the
Lord,

Lord, hear our prayer
(from our Universal Prayer suggestions)

 
Pour un sens renouvelé de la mission : afin que chacune utilise ses dons

uniques pour servir les pauvres au milieu de nous, à travers notre soutien aux
familles à la recherche d’un emploi, d’un revenu durable et d’un logement

abordable, nous prions le Seigneur,
Seigneur, écoute notre prière

(Suggestions de prière universelle)

Liturgical Dates

October 4
St. Francis of Assisi

Season of Creation ends
October 7

Our Lady of the Rosary
October 9

St. Denis and Companions
St. John Leonardi

October 11
St. John XXIII

Thanksgiving Day
October 16

St. Marguerite d'Youville
World Food Day

Daily Prayers for Our Clergy

October 4
Michael McCarvill, Candidate to the Permanent DIaconate

October 5
Fr. Ora McManus

October 6
Deacon Duncan McMaster

October 7
Deacon Barry Miller

October 8
Fr. Eugene Morris

October 9
Fr. John Morrison

October 10
Fr. Douglas Murphy

October 11
Deacon Greg Murphy

Daily Prayers for our Communities
Community names are listed from our diocesan directory, but there are many others
we would like to include.  To add a community name to the calendar, email
jennifer@dioceseofantigonish.ca
 

October 4
Sydney River

October 5
Tracadie

October 6
Wagmatcook

October 7
Waycobah
October 8

West Bay Road
October 9

West Lake Ainslie
October 10
Westmount
October 11
Whitney Pier

In the Diocese

Nova Scotia enters Phase 5 
'with cautious approach'
From Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick:
"As we enter ‘Phase Five’ in our province, we search for new ways of being
with one another. ... 
People who are not be able to attend church for health reasons and those who
care for them are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. ...
Most, but not all restrictions are lifted, although some remain in place:
·      masks will continue to be mandatory for indoor public places
·      the physical distancing requirement will be lifted
·      the gathering limits for our church services will be lifted
·      contact tracing will not be required, except for weddings and funerals since
these faith gatherings may bring in people from outside our territory
·      our Church services are deemed to be essential by the government
·      proof of full vaccination will be required for non-essential events and
activities
·      Unfortunately, any activities held by our churches other than daily or
weekly Mass will be subject to the POV, the proof of vaccine policy.  For
organized parish activities, the gathering limits will be lifted but the POV policy
will apply.
·       If it is a regular group with the same people, then proof of vaccination can
be obtained once and does not need to be done each time this same group
meets."

Read Bishop Kirkpatrick's Pastoral Letter:
https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/covid-19/
 

---

Oct. 10
Pope Francis to inaugurate the 26th Synod
The theme is “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission” 
From Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick:
"There are three phases for this synod, the diocesan, national and
international.  All dioceses throughout the world are invited to open the
diocesan phase of the Synod on Sunday, October 17. This means we will offer
a special Mass and hopefully commission the volunteers we need."
For the Synod process and resources:
https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/synod2021/

---

Truth and Reconciliation:
the Continuing Journey
This new page on our diocesan website offers activities, links and resources to
engage in Truth and Reconciliation not just on a single day, but every day. This
page is part of an evolving diocesan plan to engage in and support individual
and collective healing.  
Suggested actions are first steps, and will be updated and enhanced as our
knowledge and engagement grows. You are invited to visit, explore and
connect:
https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/truth-and-reconciliation/

---

October is M'ikmaq History Month
in Nova Scotia
The Mi’kma’ki territory of the M’ikmaw Nation includes the Canadian provinces
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and part
of the Gaspe Peninsula of Quebec.
The Mi’kmaq are the original inhabitants of our region and a vibrant part of our
diocese.
There are seven Mi’kmaw parishes and missions in our diocese:
Holy Family, Eskasoni; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Pictou Landing; St. Anne,
Membertou, St. Anne, Paqtnkek; St. Kateri Tekakwitha Chapel, Potlotek; St.
Kateri Tekakwitha Parish, Mary Queen of the World, Wagmatcook; Holy Trinity,
Waycobah
To learn more:
https://www.antigonishdiocese.com/mikmaw-parishes/

https://mikmaqhistorymonth.ca/

---

Congratulations to Fr Patrick O'Neill
who was recently presented with the 36 Brigade Commander’s Coin by
the Commander of 5 Division (Maritime Provinces) for leadership and service to
the troops. Fr Patrick serves as a military chaplain, producer of Mass for Shut-
Ins and pastor of Our Lady of Fatima, Sydney River. 

---

Oct. 24, 2:30 pm
Antigonish Diocesan Society Annual General Meeting
St. Joseph's, Port Hawkesbury
The Antigonish Diocesan Society was formed in 1942 with the help of
the Knights of Columbus to provide financial assistance to young men wishing
to study for the priesthood. Since that time the society has helped hundreds of
young men by providing thousands of dollars for their Educational Priestly
Training. At the present time the Diocese of Antigonish has two seminarians:
David Rankin, a native of Mabou, completing his Pastoral Year at St. John the
Baptist, New Glasgow and Joe MacMaster, from Troy, Inverness County, who
has begun his first year of study at St. Augustine's Seminary in Toronto. Please
keep David and Joe in your prayers as you continue to pray for vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life. 

--- 

Mass For Shut-Ins
59th Season Begins Oct. 17
Mass on Oct. 17 will air on CTV at 9:30 am for that week only.
The regular schedule of Sundays at 11:30 am will resume Oct. 24.
Clergy, groups, and music ministers interested in recording episodes are invited
to book their time by contacting Nick Vince, Mass for Shut-Ins Coordinator, at
902-539-6188 or toll-free 1-800-656-5311 ext 222, or email
nick@dioceseofantigonish.ca
Questions? Contact Fr. Patrick O'Neill, producer, Mass for Shut-Ins, at (902)
562-9810 

In our Parishes

Oct. 7, 6:30 pm
Caregiver Information Event
St. Joseph, Port Hawkesbury
Are you or someone you know responsible for the care of a loved one?
Are you feeling supported in your journey?
Are you aware of the resources that are available in the community?
St. Joseph Parish, Port Hawkesbury, with funding in part by the Government of
Canada's New Horizons for Seniors Program, has invited Maggie Roach-
Ganaway of Caregivers NS to speak.
Please register by calling 902-625-1045 during office hours.
COVID protocols will be in place.

---  

Sundays with Fr Patrick and John Ratchford
7 pm on Facebook Live
Featuring conversations about church teachings and issues
Join live or watch later on Fr Patrick's Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/frpatrick.oneill

---

To Support Our Parishes:
The diocesan Business Office is accepting donations for parishes during this
time of pandemic. Mail your cheque (please do not send cash) to:
Diocese of Antigonish, PO Box 100, Sydney, NS B1P 6G9
or use the button below to doante online. Thank you!

In Our Communities

Invitation to register
RELS397.20 Christian-Muslim Encounters: A 1400-Year Conversation
St. Francis Xavier University, Winter 2022
The course is taught by Dr. Linda Darwish, Department of Religious Studies,
StFX University, Antigonish.
It will be held on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:45, Jan.-April
2022. You are warmly invited register for credit or audit. Seniors 65+ can
register for free!  
About the course:
The Syriac, Coptic, and Arabic-speaking Christians of the Middle East were the
first Christians to encounter Islam in its nascent form. This Christian
engagement with Islam shaped the lines of theological disputation from the 7th
century onwards. What were these conversations like? What can today’s
Christians and Muslims learn from these early encounters?
The course begins with a brief introduction to Christian and Islamic theology,
which already hints at these conversations. This leads to an examination of a
section of the Qur’an that highlights some of the key issues of theological
disagreement (and agreement) and that sets the stage for the next 1400 years.
We then look at some of the earliest theological writings in the history of
Christian-Muslim encounters before moving on to reflections on modern and
contemporary methods and debates from a variety of perspectives, from
attempts to find unity to conversion-oriented outreach. The course uses a
variety of types of sources, from original primary source dialogues and debates
in translation from Arabic, Syriac, and Coptic, to secondary source
commentaries on them, to contemporary novels and films. 

---

Government Updates re Covid-19:

novascotia.ca/coronavirus

canada.ca/coronavirus

Why Seven Ears of Grain? 
As with all creations, it started with Genesis. Chapter 41 tells of Pharoah's dream

about seven ears of grain, some plump, some withered.  Joseph's ability to
understand God's message within the dream and share this with Pharoah enabled

them to prepare in years of abundance for the famine that followed.
Hearing, trusting, following and sharing God's message sustains us in times of plenty

and in times of trial.

Our weekly mailout shares word and deed of our faith in seven sections,
and circulates every seven days. May it continue to nourish your bulletins, calendars,

mind and spirit. 
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